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“I have called you friends.”   
These words of Jesus to his dis-
ciples are very important in the 
life, ministry, and vision for our 
St. Albert the Great parish and 
school.  Friendship in the Lord is 

at the heart of what it 
means to be a Catho-
lic in the world today.  
We have heard this 
word from our Lord 
and we are striving 
to bring that word to 
life in our hearts, our 
families, our school, 
parish and world.   
In this issue of our   
newsletter there are 
several beautiful ex-
amples of this Friend-
ship, that we  also call 
Communion, in the 
life of our parish.   I 
hope you will be de-

lighted with all of the life and love 
that is our Catholic faith lived here 
in North Royalton but also lived 
and shared by our parishioners 
all over the diocese and the world.
  
The newest and most recent ex-
ample of Friendship in the Lord is 
our new Parish-to-Parish Friend-
ship with the people of St. Mi-
chael the Archangel.   St. Michael 
is on Scranton Road at Clark Av-
enue on Cleveland’s “southside”.   
It was originally a German ethnic 
parish where many of our current 
parishioners were welcomed to 

America in the last centu-
ry.  Today, St. Michael has 
a ministry dedicated to 
Spanish-speaking Catho-
lics from all over the city 
(their congregants repre-
sent 24 different Central 

and South American nationali-
ties). The invitation to friendship 
in Jesus Christ between our two 
parishes is a great opportunity for 
“communion” and a witness to 
“solidarity” among all God’s chil-
dren.  "I have called you friends."

This growth in Friendship in the 
Lord can be found in our parish 
school.  In fact, “I Have Called You 
Friends” is the theme of this year’s 
spiritual life at St. Albert School.   
Every month, each classroom 
teacher identifies the outstanding 
witness to Christian friendship 
who are honored at a parent-child 
“Friends in Communion” break-
fast.   Through our school fami-
lies we are all striving to become 
more vivid examples of Christ’s 
life by self-sacrificing love for our 
friends. "I have called you friends."

Lastly, this past  November 
15th  (St. Albert Feast Day) the 
liturgical commission present-
ed our worshiping community 
with the opportunity to “Adopt-
a-Friend in Prayer Ministry”.   
Hundreds of prayer cards bear-
ing the names of those in our 
parish who are preparing to 
celebrate a sacrament this year 
(the bereaved, the active mili-
tary, and others) were distribut-
ed.  Friends in the Lord love one 
another first by the sacrifice of 
prayer. "I have called you friends."

Maybe we could all deepen the 
sense of friendship we have in 
the Lord through our lives of 
faith lived at St. Albert.   Please 
consider deeper participation in 
the life of our great parish family.

“I Have Called You Friends”



As the weather turns colder, it 
brings about the anticipation of 
the upcoming Advent/Christ-
mas season.  A time when we are 
called to reflect on the many gifts 
and blessings of this year, to pre-
pare our hearts for Christ’s pres-
ence among us, and to pray for 
peace in our world.  This year’s 
school-wide theme, “I have called 
you friends” focuses on the in-
timacy of faith with God and 
among us.  Students and staff are 
called to widen their view of the 
definition of a friend. In estab-
lishing solidarity with others, we 
embrace the presence of Christ in 
our midst. We celebrate the most 
outstanding student examples of 
this friendship each month at our 
“Friends in Communion” break-
fast with administration and par-
ents.

In the recent celebration of 
Thanksgiving, we all gave thanks 
to God for our many blessings and 
at St. Albert School, our greatest 
blessings is in our new students 
and faculty. In August, we wel-

comed co-Assistant Principal, 
Dick McDermot, who has helped 
expand our focus on continuing 
Professional Development for 
our incredible faculty. Special ad-
vances have been made this year 
around our new STEM (Science 

Technology Engineering and 

Math) laboratory, remaining on 
the cutting edge of technological 
advancements in education and 
preparing our students for future 
advancements.  

This STEM aspect of learning 
brought us another incredible 
blessing through the generosity of 
University Hospital’s Parma Med-
ical Center and an anonymous 
St. Albert family, which enabled 
us to outfit our STEM Lab with 
ten zSpace units. zSpace is a vir-
tual reality experience designed 
to provide hands-on learning in 
Physical, Life, Earth, Space, and 
Social Science disciplines.  “Wear-
ing lightweight glasses and using 
pen-like digital styluses, students 
click on, rotate, take apart and 
reassemble holographic images." 

This unique three dimensional 
technology opportunity not only 
provides increased STEM pro-
gramming for students, it places 
the high skilled and dedicated 
faculty in a professional devel-
opment arena beyond the level 
of their peers. This STEM Lab is 
another effort at Saint Albert the 
Great to heighten the aspirations 
of its students into careers in sci-
ence and the arts. 

Although the heightened technol-
ogy appears to be “magic,” we rec-
ognize that the “magic” that hap-
pens every day in the halls of this 
incredible school is only possible 
through your continued support 
and encouragement.  We remain 
humbled by all that the parish-
ioners have done and continue 

to do to provide opportunities 
to our over 930 preschool - 8th 
grade students.  Your generosity 
has made the spirit of giving char-
acteristic of the Christmas season, 
a year round experience.  In your 
friendship to us and our students 
we continue to encounter the face 
of Christ.  Our students are pro-
jecting that friendship to others in 
a spirit of peace and good will that 
lasts all year long.

May you and your families be 
blessed for this most precious gift, 
during this Advent Season and 
Always.
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“Peace on Earth, Good Will to All”  



For 15 years we have been united in friendship and service with our Cleveland Diocesan Missionaries in 
El Salvador cooperating in three important ways:

Ambulance Support
The Ambulance Support effort in Teotepeque began in 2002 with 
the purchase of a vehicle that serves over 30,000 people from 25 
neighboring communities. A second vehicle replacement is being 
considered to ensure continued support for the poor. Over 2250 
runs have been made to hospitals over the 15 years of service. 
Our support also employs a full time driver/medic with a  back-
up who assist the poor in times of need. 

Medical Mission
Our five Medical Missions trips began in 2012, bringing 23 SATG 
parishioners, issuing over 4000 Rx’s, helping thousands of El Sal-
vadorians suffering from joint pain, stomach ailments and other 
diseases. SATG’s continued partnership with the San Pedro Par-
ish has provided many benefits to those living in extreme hard-
ship

Water Purification System Installation
The unclean water and parasites discovered by our Medical mis-
sions prompted us in 2015 to begin installing water purification 
systems in El Salvador’s San Pedro Church and Grade School 
with the next one planned for the high school. Sustainability into 
the future is being addressed by engaging local people to oversee 
the operation along with further support from SATG teams. The 
good news is that the Church and Grade School have been uti-
lizing the water solely from the system, thus saving money and 
ensuring better health for the students, priests and other visiting 
mission teams.

Future Plans for Mission Trips and Fundraising
The parish Mission steering committee meets quarterly to plan 
our activities. Trips are usually scheduled in January (Medical) 
and March (Water Treatment) to help those in need. Informa-
tion and trip dates appear in the parish bulletin.  The next trip 
is scheduled for January 15th. The major fundraising activity 
for our mission work is the annual El Salvador Mission Super 
Bowl Party and donut sales. In addition, students from the SATG 
school generously raise funds through a “Spirit Day” collection 
devoted to the cause of the Catholic Academy in Teotepeque. 
 

Our 2017 Fundraising event schedule is:

Donut sales after Masses - Jan 28 & 29 • Super Bowl Party -  Feb 5  • School Spirit Day - Jan 2017

Contributions can be made to: “St. Albert the Great El Salvador Mission” For more information 
         pick up our brochure in the church pamphlet racks, our Facebook page (Saint Albert Missionaries   
         (SAM), or find on the SATG website.
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St. Albert Parish and El Salvador’s People United in Mission since 2001



Friendship is one of the greatest 
gifts a human being can receive.  It 
is a relationship that invites a deeper 
caring, sharing of personal strengths 
and talents, and seeks the greater 
good of one another.  It is a powerful 
relationship described many times in 
Scripture.

A few years ago St. Albert the Great 
began a relationship with St. Michael 
the Archangel on Scranton and Clark 
Avenue based on caring for our 
neighbor. Our Justice and Compas-
sion Ministries have been engaged
in providing a monthly brown bag 
lunch, a yearly Christmas party and 
upkeep of St. Michael’s church/recto-
ry by cleaning and painting.

A friendship seemed to be emerg-
ing.  The staff and councils of both 
parishes recognized this and began 
to meet to discuss a more formal 
friendship, one which would take 
the existing relationship to the next 
level of moving beyond our par-
ish walls and opening our eyes to 
our neighbors ouside of our North 
Royalton boundaries.  It was decid-
ed to share six parish events with 
each other to foster this friendship.

In early October, fifty or so St. Al-
bert parishioners experienced the 
beautiful Lord of Miracles service 
at St. Michael’s, which is an annual 
celebration amongst those of Peru-
vian decent throughout the world.  
The liturgical celebration is cen-
tered on an image of Christ which 
is displayed and then carried on a 
large and heavy litter in procession.  

In the following month of Novem-
ber, our friends at St. Michael’s 
joined us at our own celebration 
of the Feast of St. Albert the Great 
on November 13th.  Fr. Mark Riley, 
pastor of St. Michael the Archangel, 
spoke to our liturgical ministers on 
the topic of hospitality, and creat-
ing a welcoming atmosphere in all 
aspects of parish life. The choir of 
St. Michael’s beautifully shared in 

A Parish Friendship
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our vesper service through Spanish 
song.

We will continue to cultivate our 
friendship in the New Year through 
shared faith formation and service 
events, such as a prison ministry proj-
ect led by St. Michael’s in May, 2017. 
This new and formal Parish Friend-
ship between both communities of St. 
Albert the Great and St. Michael the 
Archangel is embraced as part of our 
future.  As culturally diverse Chris-
tian communities we hope to grow 
our solidarity, and strengthen our 
unity through shared prayer, faith for-
mation and service as one family in 
Christ.  Such a powerful relationship 
grounded in God’s love and friend-
ship! Hope you choose to participate!

Friendship in the Lord: 
“Priestly” Parish School of Religion 

Every Monday evening at 6:15-7:30pm, over 400 children from 
first to eighth grade fill the classrooms of our school building 
for their weekly lessons in faith.  This faith formation program 
is called PSR (parish school of religion) and it is coordinat-
ed by our parish catechetical leader, Sr.  Kate O’Brien.  With 
Sister’s leadership over thirty catechists (teachers of religion) 
dozens of parents, parking lot volunteers, and our three parish 
priests preach the teachings of our Catholic faith to our kids. 
Together we are building up our Friendship in the Lord. 

The work of our parish priests in PSR is very encouraging.   
Nearly every week Fr. Estok be-
gins the PSR session with a school 
wide greeting and prayers for the 
evening.   Fr. John Pfeifer serves 
the students in the 6th, 7th, and 
8th grades and Fr. Joe Kim can be 
found engaging with the youngest 
children in grades 1-3.   Fr. John 
also assists our parish youth min-
istry coordinator, Katie Nowak, in 
the Confirmation preparation of 
our 7th and 8th graders as well as 
in Altar Server training beginning 
with the fifth grade boys.

Maybe this interest in PSR among our priests comes from the 
fact that all three of our priests went to public school and there-
fore participated in PSR (or in Fr. Estok’s case CCD) classes at 
their parish church.  Fr. Estok can often be heard thanking the 
children for attending PSR at the end of a long day of school 

and, as he says, “I know how 
it feels - I did it myself and I 

Continued from Page 4, 
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have not forgotten the good that God did for me through that sacrifice made 
in religion classes many years ago.”  Likewise, Fr. Joe Kim has explained to 
the younger kids that in South Korea, where he grew up, Catholic schools 
are very rare and so all of the children in the parish attended PSR.  Fr. Joe 
fondly remembers learning how to be an altar server through PSR.  When he 
came of age he had the privilege of training the younger kids and he recalls, 
“since my father was an adult server I was so proud to serve mass alongside 
my dad.”  

Please pray for all of our families and especially our children as they grow 
and deepen their friendship in the Lord Jesus through our parish ministries 
- especially in faith formation.  Pray too for our priests in gratitude for their 

dedication to our parish and our faith. 

Continued from Page 5, PSR

We often speak of “going 
from home TO church” 
but we might not be in 
the same habit about 
thinking of “bringing 
Church home” with us.  
The leaders of our faith 
have for a long time 
spoken and called us to 
consider the Church of 

our home.  Pope John Paul II was the first to speak about this 
reality and he called our home the “domestic church”.  Over the 
past several years we have implemented several projects that are 
intended to celebrate church at home.  You may recall the loaves 
of blessed bread after Thanksgiving Mass with a table prayer 
attached for thanksgiving dinner, or the blessing of the “bam-
binello” (baby Jesus) to be laid in our Nativity scenes at home; 
or even blessing of Easter food on Holy Saturday and the table 
prayer for the Easter feast at home.

Building up our appreciation of the Church at home will be part 
of our Lenten Spirituality Program this year.  We are inviting 
everyone to experience Church at home in their neighborhood 
through Small Group Gatherings for three weeks in March. As 
living stones of the Church, we will be encouraged to build our-
selves up spiritually, together with our neighbors, and strength-
en ourselves as a dwelling place for God. Members have agreed 
to be the host house and the leader of the gathering.  Resources 
will be provided and simple steps to follow that will guide us not 
only in growing our faith but also growing our friendship with 
one another in Christ – while at one another’s homes! 

Be on the watch for more information coming to you via mail, 
email, and church announcements as to our Lenten opportuni-
ty to be the Church @ Home!

Church @ Home
Making Others Feel 

Welcome! 
A New Courtesy Parking Lot

So then, while we have the 
opportunity, let us do good to all, but 
especially to those who belong to the 

family of the faith. Galatians 6:10 

Some Sundays we may think to our-
selves, “I had a late night.  I’m tired 
and not feeling up to par.  It’s raining 
and I’m running late, so I’ll just park 
up close where I can easily run into 
church. Why not?”

Well, think about….
• your neighbor, Bob who uses a 
walker and has trouble maneuvering 
distances
• Tom…who just had surgery and  isn’t 
moving too well yet
•  your best friends, Joe and Mary who 
just added a baby to their family

Over the years, many people have 
commented that our parking discour-
ages them from attending Mass here.  
We are hoping to remedy that problem 
with a new Courtesy/Handicap Park-
ing Lot.  After consultation with the 
Parish Pastoral Council, Fr. Estok ini-
tiated the following changes to create a 

Continued on Page 7
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December

3 ........................................................................................... Craft Fair

3/4 ...........................................................  Giving Tree tags available

10/11 ....................................................... Giving Tree gifts returned

                                              Bambinelli Blessing during all Masses  

January

5 ....................................................................... Kindergarten kickoff

8 ........................................................................  School Open House

14 ......................................................  2nd grade First Reconciliation

24 .......... Church @ Home Leaders’ Evening Meeting (1st of 2 options)

28  .............................................................  Parish Volunteer Dinner

               Church @ Home Leaders’ Morning Meeting (1st of 2 options) 

February

5 .......................El Salvador Mission Fundraiser/Superbowl Party

11 ..................................................................................  PreCana Day

12 .............................................................. World Marriage Day and 

                                                  Milestone Anniversary Celebration

18 .......................................................................  SASA Pasta Dinner

Upcoming Events

more welcoming experience for ev-
eryone here at St. Albert the Great:

• Parking Lot A (behind the parish 
offices) has been re-striped to include 
greater distance between aisles. 

•  Parking Lot A is now also designat-
ed as “Courtesy/Handicap Parking” 
during Mass times.

•  Electronic doors have been installed 
at the Wallings Road entrance and the 
central entrance (chandelier) by the 
elevator to allow for opening with the 
push of a button.

Everyone else is invited to park In 
Lots B or C. By doing so, we will have 
the opportunity to do good, especially 
to those who belong to our family of 
faith (cf. Galatians 6:10). 

Thanks to all for your help in making 
St. Albert the Great a welcoming place 
of hospitality and care, including for 
those who can benefit from shorter 
distances walked!

Christmas Mass 
schedule 2016

available on 
back cover

Regularly Scheduled Events
•  Third Thursday Theology with Fr. Estok

•  Children’s Liturgy of the Word, weekly on Sundays 
    at the 9:30am Mass

• 1st Weekend of the month:  Marriage Blessing at all Masses

• 2nd Weekend of the month:  Welcome Registration after the     
   11:00am Mass

• 3rd Weekend of the month:  Communion Sunday with 
   Donut After Mass Social after the 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am Masses

 • Last Sunday of the month:  North Royalton Community Meal    
    (except there is not a Community Meal in December)

Continued from Page 6, Parking



Weekly Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil
4:00pm and 5:30pm

Sunday
8:00am, 9:30am 11:00am, 
12:30pm, and 6:00pm

Weekdays
6:45am and 8:15am
Saturday Morning 
8:15am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:00 - 4:00pm and 5:00 - 5:30pm 
Every  Sunday – 10:30am
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U.S.￼Postage

PAID 

Cleveland,￼Ohio￼

Permit￼No.￼3473
6667 Wallings Road

North Royalton, Ohio 44133-3067

Christmas Mass Schedule:
   December 24th - Vigil
   (no 8:15am) 
   4:00pm (Church & Hall) 6:00 & 10:00pm

   December 25th - Day
   8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 
    and 12:30pm, (no 6:00pm)
    December 26th & January 2nd 
        8:15am Mass only

Solemnity of Mary - New Year’s Day
   December 31st - Vigil   
     4:00 and 5:30pm
   January 1st - Day
     8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 
      and 12:30pm, (no 6:00pm)

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
   Communal Penance Service
   December 14th - 7:00pm
   Confessions
   December 19th - 9:00am - 11:00am

(Eucharistic Adoration Chapel closed:
December 24 3:00pm - December 26 8:00am)


