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With the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, the band of Je-
sus’ followers was turned into 
the very hands, feet, face, 
and voice of Christ in the 
world. �eir “Job #1” was to 
“share the faith”.  Our Catholic 
Church here at St. Albert has 
the same mission and priority 
today – “sharing the faith”. We 
are especially aware in this cur-
rent generation, that the call to 
share the faith can only really 
happen “person-to-person” 
within the loving community 
of the faithful – small groups.  

Our Vision 2016,  “Every One 
Add One: Renew, Re�ect, 
Reach Out” calls each of us 
to deepen our commitment 
to Jesus Christ in the Church 
through small groupings, to 
become more articulate in 
expressing the faith of the 
Church through faith sharing 
practice, and to be more coura-
geous in inviting others to cel-
ebrate our faith in the Church 
through friendship and wel-
coming ministries.  �at takes 
faith, courage, and creativi-
ty.  �is edition of Highlights 
contains a sample of the many 
ways that we are learning the 
faith through “small group, 
faith-sharing” strategies in 
parish life. 

�e newest strategy for spread-
ing the faith is the formation of 
intentional small groups, we 
call “LinC” groups.  LinC is an 

acrostic that stands for “Liv-
ing in Communion” and it is 
an image (links in a chain) of 
the connection of small groups 
that are our connection to the 
wider communion of the faith-
ful here.  

Another new feature to learn-
ing the faith and sharing the 
faith is through the small group 
we all know as the family.  �is 
is most visible in our renewed 
ministries of teaching the faith 
through family faith sharing in 
First Communion, Con�rma-
tion, and RCIA (Rite of Chris-
tian Initiation of Adults).  

Just to mention one more, our 
parish school is implementing 
faith sharing in small and large 
groups through the various 
tasks of educating our chil-
dren, in building relationships 
among students of various 
grades, and daily faith sharing 
practice in classrooms. 

Since 2013 we have been very 
focused upon the way we learn 
and deepen our faith person-
ally and the way we spread the 
faith as apostles of communion 
in our world.   “Sharing one’s 
own faith” is the only real way 
to teach it to others.  �at is 
the way Jesus did it, that’s what 
he commissioned and sent his 
apostles to do, and it is a new 
way we are ful�lling our call-
ing as a Catholic parish com-
munity at St. Albert the Great.  

New Ways of Learning our Faith
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“Be the change that you wish to see 
in the world.” – famous quote from 
legendary paci�st Mahatma Gand-
hi, echoes the sentiment of the St. 
Albert the Great school Catholicity 
goal which focused on the call to 
being peacemakers in an otherwise 
troubled world.  Implemented over 
the past three years, this goal grew 
with increasing complexity from just 
simple exposure to a peace pledge to 
the integration of the seven themes 
of Catholic Social Justice in their 
lived experiences.

In its inception, the “Peace Builders” 
program led students to praise peo-
ple more o�en, give up put downs, 
seek advice from wise people, right 
wrongs, and notice and speak up 
about hurts they had caused.  �ese 
ideas were integrated into a month-
ly lesson/activity in their respective 
grade level religion classes.  Students 
were encouraged to give “praise 
notes” to peers to bolster self esteem 
and take note of positive actions 
occurring in the classroom.  �ese 
ideals were directly tied to the lines 
from the Prayer of St. Francis, which 
students would pray at the end of 
every day as a school community.  
Each month, teachers would nom-
inate a student who demonstrated 
the Peace Builder tenet that was be-
ing highlighted and those individu-
als would enjoy a special luncheon 
with the Principal and Assistant 
Principal.

In the second year, the students took 
increased ownership of the program, 
including nominating peers they felt 
exempli�ed more of these themes.  
Students began to look for ways that 
the Peace Pledge ideals could �t into 
every day life.  Teachers encouraged 
   their incorporation of activities 
       beyond just the religion lessons.  
       Fast forward to the third and 

�nal year of the program.  �is year, 
students were encouraged to live out 
all six themes of the Peace Build-
er pledge inside the monthly Social 
Justice focused theme.  Beginning 
in September with “Respecting 
the Rights of the Worker,” students 
were able to recognize how praising 
people for good work, and right-
ing wrongs of child labor in other 
countries by focusing on fair trade 
worked hand in hand.  Moving be-
yond a class lesson, students were 
challenged to �nd ways to incor-
porate each month’s theme in their 
homes and communities.  Initially 
there was some reservation on the 
part of the teachers as to how young 
children could incorporate these be-
yond the classroom walls.  Month 
a�er month the students took to the 
challenge activities in ways that far 
surpassed any expectation.  From 
organizing a pro-life baby shower, 
to helping shut-ins in their neigh-
borhood, to donating their entire 
birthday gi� moneys to the poor, 
St. Albert the Great students took to 
the mission of truly living out their 
faith way beyond a text lesson.  Dai-
ly, students from grades K-8 came 
on the PA to encourage their peers 
about how to live out social justice in 
their community.  Kindergarteners 
and �rst graders were able to recite 
the Prayer of St. Francis by heart to 
lead the entire school.  �e monthly 
luncheons became a breakfast series 
with their parents and Fr. Estok to 
celebrate their accomplishments in 
the challenge activities.   

On May 20th, St. Albert the Great 
School celebrated their triennial 
accomplishments in building peace 
with a school-wide event entitled 
“Peace Fest.”  Older students bud-
died up with younger students and 
helped create peace poles, tie-dye 
shirts, and make short videos about 

Learning Our Faith…One Student at a Time

Continued on Page 3
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what the message of peace really 
means for our world.  �ey did a 
walking tour through the “St. Albert 
the Great Challenge Hall of Fame” 
where the various challenge activi-
ties completed throughout the year 
were showcased.  Students re�ected 
on what these past three years meant 
to them by responding to re�ection 
and discussion questions facilitated 
by sta� members. Students especial-
ly enjoyed eating a picnic-style lunch 
in community with one another on 
the front lawn of the school, further 
symbolizing their solidarity through 
these e�orts.

St. Albert the Great Students contin-
ually surprise us with their generous 
hearts and their open acceptance of 
their faith.  With a little inspiration 
from their amazing teachers and our 
pastoral sta�, they raise the bar for 
what it means to live out their call 
to Catholicism.  Although our Blue 
Ribbon School sets a high standard 
for academics, nothing shows our 
“Greatness” like watching a fourth 
grader set a plan in motion for how 
to end world hunger or the e�orts 
of the sixth grade in improving our 
global marketplace for the bene�ts 
of all workers.  Our students have 
shown us time and again that no 
goal is too lo�y and no expectation 
too high, which has transformed 
the hearts of many of the adults in 
our community.  As so appropriately 
re�ected in Isaiah 11:1-10, “A Little 
Child Shall Lead �em.”

We are so very proud of the work 
our students have accomplished in 
these last three years and eagerly 
look ahead to our next steps in living 
out our faith.

May God Bless You and Your Fam-
ilies in a Relaxing and Peace Filled 
Summer.

Continued from page 2, Learning 
Our Faith…One Student at a Time

Serve and Learn
We hear in John’s Gospel that when Jesus 
visited the home of Mary and Martha and 
there was a dispute.  Martha complained 
that Mary was leaving all the serving to her 
while Mary sat at Jesus’s feet learning.  �e 
Lord’s answer to Martha instructed us that 
learning is not opposed to service but that 
serving is an integral part of real learning. 

�e Martha Society is a small group of St Albert parishioners who grow 
in our knowledge of the Lord by serving and caring for the worship of our 
parish.  Being part of the “Martha Society” at St. Albert the Great is the best 
of both serving and learning.  

While polishing brass, cleaning plastic, attending to Holy Water fonts and 
more, Marthas honor Our Lord and enhance our worship by preparing 
and maintaining the holy vessels and sacred objects.  Additionally, Marthas 
learn the proper names of these religious objects, the various feasts and 
occasions for their use, and their respectful treatment.  

�e current members of the Marthas wish to share this blessing of service 
of the Lord and learning at his feet.  Some tasks are done weekly, others 
daily, and a few but once or twice a year.  �ere is room for anyone interest-
ed and willing; we will �t your interests and availability to the tasks.  Please 
inquire with Mary Pat Frey at the Parish O�ce or call Erika Bruening at 
440-237-1711.

We cannot all sing in the choir, read at the ambo, or distribute the Eucha-
rist.  Maybe your calling is to serve in the background and support the 
worship of God as a Martha.  �ink about becoming a Martha.

New Ways of 
Learning - 
Sacramental Prep

Our catholic faith teach-
es us that parents are 
“the �rst teachers of their 
children in the ways of 
faith”.    One of the goals 
of Vision 2016 created by the members of the parish council was “to trans-
form our sacramental formation programs into family centered, faith shar-
ing experiences in which parents were personally and spiritually involved 
in sharing the faith with their children.” St. Albert Pastoral sta� worked to     
     re-create our sacramental formation programs into engaging and inspir-
      ing experiences of faith for the modern family.   
 

Continued on Page 5
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A Visit with Fr. John 
and Fr. Joe

St. Albert the Great Parish has been blessed over the past 
year to have two tremendous Parochial Vicars working 
among us.   Fr. John Pfeifer and Fr. Joseph Hyunsup Kim 
joined our family last summer. �ey are so well loved and 
we have asked them to share their experiences over the past 
year.

Many nights, Fr. Estok, Fr John, and Fr. Joe can be found 
watching either basketball, baseball or football together, es-
pecially rooting for the Cavs!

Fr. Joe can’t believe it’s been a year already.  When he was or-
dained last year, he thought that his ordination day and his 
�rst Mass were the best days of his life.  And of course, they 
were so very special a�er all the time he spent in training 
and working so hard to become a priest, a special servant 
of God.  

He has since come to realize that every day is a blessing.  He 
loves our St. Albert community and has had the opportunity 
to experience so many di�erent ministries, allowing every 
parishioner a chance to contribute in whatever way they 
can.  He really appreciates people volunteering and sharing 
their time with others who need their help, their love, and 
sometimes just a kind word.  It shows how much love is at 
our parish.

Fr. Joe especially loves the children.  We have all seen him 
take the time to say hello to a child, making their day be-
come so special. He loves to take classes and tests with them, 
and play with them at school.  Being with the children and 
making them smile is his favorite responsibility at the par-
ish.  

As things slow down for the summer, Fr. Joe hopes to be able 
to exercise more and eat more ice cream.  He wishes all of us 
a great summer season �lled with God’s blessings.

Continued on Page 6Continued on Page 6

If our hope is to live in the fullness of eternal life, 
it seems to reason that we would want to make use 
of all of the tools possible to prepare ourselves as 
best we can. Like an athlete preparing for a major 
event – we need to exercise our minds and perfect 
our hearts, our entire way of life. Like an athlete, 
the “way” we train is directly related to the growth 
that we hope for.  �at’s why at St. Albert the Great 
Parish we not only provide a variety of opportuni-
ties for adult learning but we invite our adults to 
learn “in communion” - as a Body of Christ. �ere 
is no such thing as an “independent study” in the 
Catholic Church. �e opportunities to learn come 
in a variety of settings and forms so that di�erent 
learning styles and interests are accommodated 
but they are all accomplished in fellowship and 
love, in communion.

RCIA – the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
–begins anew each September led by Sr. Kate and 
is the process by which adults enter the Catholic 
Church. It also serves as a good model, in general, 
for faith development because the faith is learned 
and experienced in a community of believers. 
�ose who join the Church through RCIA do so in 
a small group - a microcosm of the whole church. It 
gives them an opportunity to share their questions, 
concerns, and enthusiasm with others who are on 
the journey and those who are living the Catholic 
faith already. RCIA begins with a stage of inquiry, 
moves into catechesis, and then enters into intense 
re�ection that calls for deeper conversion. Finally, 
a�er receiving the sacraments, there is a period of 
mystagogy which encourages the new members to 
re�ect upon the mysteries of the Mass and the Sac-
raments in which they now fully participate. �at 
process of learning, learning in communion, is one 
that we see repeated through all of adult formation.

One popular form of adult faith formation at our 
parish is �ird �ursday �eology, a monthly ses-
sion that explores Catholic teaching through the 
lens of current church documents and a variety of 
media. Led by Fr. Estok, the most recent subjects 
have been marriage and family, synod of bishops,    
   and Pope Francis’ latest document, “�e Joy of  
     Love”. A combination of lecture, video, question/ 
       answer exchange, and small group discussion 
         o�ers the participants an opportunity  to 

Learning in Communion
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First Reconciliation and 
Communion

�is transformation took shape in 
not only programming and sessions 
for both adults and children but also 
new resources.  �e most innovative 
was an easy-to-use resource, a Family 
Activity Book, that    helped and en-
couraged families to read scripture 
stories, recall family traditions, and 
share their faith at home.    �rough 
this family centered faith sharing ac-
tivity reconciliation/confession and 
holy communion were no longer 
only new things experienced by the 
children in church but  were now re-
alities alive in their hearts, their fam-
ilies, and their homes. 
 
Another newly created experience in 
pursuit of this goal is a family-cen-
tered First Communion preparation, 
we call “Families in Communion Re-
treat”.    �e retreat begins in church 
with a beautiful scapular prayer ser-
vice where parents invoke the love of 
God upon their children and  ask the 
intercession of Our Blessed  Mother, 
the Virgin Mary through this “cloth-
ing with the scapular”.  �e families 
experienced a great tour of the church 
conducted by our priests, learning 
about the important and sacred ob-
jects and shrines throughout.    �e 
highlight of the retreat was the family 
communion banner project complet-
ed by each child under the direction 
     of their parents. Building the ban- 
    ner required the sharing of the faith 
        and knowledge of the church 

within the family and it seemed to be 
the most cherished memory of the 
day.
 
�e family centered retreat weaves 
our catholic faith and faith sharing 
with the small group of the domestic 
church (the family) and has the indi-
vidual family weave themselves into 
the larger parish family.
 
�is experience of the faith forma-
tion goal shows how we are trans-
forming the sacramental programs to 
a family centered parent/child faith 
sharing experience in order to deep-
en and widen  the communion of our 
families within the parish church.
 
Con�rmation
As early as the Spring of 7th  grade, 
the soon to be eighth graders receive 
an invitation to begin their journey 
to the sacraments with the compan-

ionship of their parents.    �at jour-
ney starts with some very important 
choices to be made by these young 
people approaching the “age of dis-
cretion”.    �ey must choose a saint 
name, a sponsor, and a service or jus-
tice work that they will perform.
 
Also at the beginning of this inter-gen-
erational, family-centered process 
the candidates and the parents are 
introduced to the faith-sharing com-
ponent.    In con�rmation prepara-
tion we provide faith sharing discus-
sion starters called “sparks!”    �ese 
“sparks” are usually a short scripture 
quote with re�ection questions to be 
shared with candidates, their adult 
supporters and their peers.   At every 

step on the journey the 
candidates are engaging with their
families in spiritual discussions and 
opportunities to share their faith. 
 
In September, our candidates and 
their parents gather to re�ect togeth-
er upon the service work they accom-
plish over the summer.   �roughout 
the discussion-based session, the 
candidates share their service expe-
rience explaining how those expe-
riences relate to or energized their 
Catholic Faith.  �ey also learn about 
the importance of compassion and 
justice in the life of a mature Catholic 
Christian.
 
�e winter season intensi�es our 
preparation as our candidates partic-
ipate in what we call our Prayer Re-
treat Pilgrimage  to the Cathedral of 
St. John in downtown Cleveland with 
their families, sponsors, and godpar-
ents. A�er Mass, we join in a tour 
of the cathedral given by Fr. Estok. 
Many families then go out to eat and 
discuss (with the help of a “spark” 
discussion starter) what they learned 
during this special pilgrimage, prayer 
and retreat time.    Likewise, anoth-
er session is held for candidates and 
their sponsors in which the candi-
dates are inspired by the faith sharing 
of their chosen sponsors.    �rough 
these and other special sessions, 
prayers, and teachings the candidates 
grow in their preparedness, in their 
appreciation of their families, their 
church, and the Holy Spirit in their 
life’s mission.
 
�rough both new and long-stand-
ing traditions in our Communion 
and Con�rmation formation, we 
are transforming our sacramental 
programs to be family-centered, in-
ter-generational, faith sharing ex-
periences for our parishioners with 
the goal of deepening the commu-
nion of faith within our families and 
throughout our parish.

Continued from page 3, New Ways of 
Learning - Sacramental Prep
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actively engage in the sessions. �ird �ursday �e-
ology is held in Small Hall A at 9am every third 
�ursday of the month.

A unique facet of faith formation is the opportuni-
ty to learn through the communal practice of prayer 
and contemplation. Lectio Divina is an ancient and 
beautiful form of exploration of Scripture in a com-
munal setting, in communion of hearts. Held month-
ly on the second Tuesday at 7pm in the votive candle 
chapel and led by Fr. Estok, the candlelit setting and 
chanted music enhance the atmosphere for listening 
more deeply to the Word of God.

Parish LinC Groups (LinC = Living in Communion) 
are a relatively new addition to the menu of possibil-
ities for adult faith formation. LinC Groups are typi-
cally made up of 6-12 adults that meet in the comfort-
able setting of someone’s home. Along with sharing 

discussion around the upcoming Sunday Gospel 
reading, the group o�en engages in conversation that 
revolves around faith, bible study, ministry, or some 
common life experience. In addition to learning, 
there is frequently the added feature of sharing food 
and beverage in fellowship as well! If you would like 
to join or start a LinC Group, call Mary Pat Frey at 
the parish o�ce.

All of these options and many others at St. Albert are 
ways to not only continue to learn about our Catholic 
faith, but to do so in the companionship of others on 
the journey. What better way to discover more about 
the life of God and the lives we are called to live in 
God than to experience the learning while in com-
munion with one another.
 

Continued from page 4, Learning in Communion

Fr. John has brought a lesson with him from his �rst 
Pastor.  He has learned to be present to others. It doesn’t 
matter what age or what group, simply being there and 
being available is so appreciated. 

His �rst year here has been challenging, but he looks at 
everything as a learning moment, looking at what could 
or should have been done di�erently and allowing those 
moments to change him.

One thing he has noticed is that there are always cars at 
St. Albert due to the vast amount of compassion and ser-
vice ministries going on here. Fr. John loves everything 
he does here. He loves training and coordinating the 
Servers, saying Mass, going out on First Friday Commu-

nion calls and visiting the homebound.  He loves work-
ing with our RCIA and adult con�rmation classes 
and our Holy Name Society and so much more.
 
Fr. John was instrumental in implementing our new on-
line scheduling program for all of our Liturgical Minis-
ters, Lectors, Servers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, and our Mass Coordinators.   It has been 
a tremendous help to have all the liturgical ministry 
schedules in one central place. 
 
Fr. John plays the �ute and is learning to play the guitar.  
He loves hikes in the woods, movies, sports, and reading 
when he can �nd the time.
 
A�er their �rst year here, both Fr. John and Fr, Joe feel 
that it is a natural time to start looking at how they can 
change – what they can do di�erently or better to serve 
God.

Words of Wisdom from Fr. John:   “Always realize that 
you still have plenty le� to learn.  Never enter an expe-
rience or an encounter thinking that you know it all or 
you’re doing things perfectly.  Every single one of us has 
room for growth and improvement and it really helps 
when we recognize that and look for those learning and 
growing moments that are placed before us.”

�ank you Fr. John and Fr. Joe for sharing this past year 
with us, and we look forward to our future with you.

Continued from page 4, 
A Visit with Fr. John and Fr. Joe
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PSD 2016 – 
With a Schooling Connection!

Each year, the Parish Service Day Planning 
Committee explores and learns new ways 
to include more participation in our Parish 
Service Day, and this year was no exception!  
Our day school students, families, faculty 
and sta� were “called” to recognize that we 
are all brothers and sisters with the respon-
sibility to care for one another.  388 of the St. 
Albert the Great day school families heard 
that “call” and helped us reach our goal of 
over 2,000 volunteer sign-ups for almost 200 
projects.  �e numbers do speak for them-
selves, but more importantly Parish Service 
Day 2016 provided our students and fami-
lies the opportunity to put the principles the 
children are being taught through the Peace 
Builder program into action, by giving gen-
erously and helping others.

Next Parish Service Day is the fall of 2017, 
consider the “call”.

8:00pm

1:30-8:30pm

9:00-11:00pm

6:00-9:00pm

7:00-10:00pm

3:00pm

6:00-9:00pm

7:00pm

8:00am-3:00pm

6:15pm

6:00-8:00pm

1:30-6:00pm

6:00-10:00pm

7:00pm

7:00pm

9:00-11:00am

Youth Ministry Bonfire

Parish Picnic

Faith and Family Movie

Night and Bonfire

Servers’ Picnic

Welcome Back Bonfire for 

Jr. High Youth Ministry

North Royalton Community  

Parade (starts at SATG)

First Day of School

Youth Ministry Incoming 

Freshman Welcome Mass 

and Cookout

RCIA begins

Scout Breakfast

First Day of PSR

Divorce Support begins
Clambake
Jr. High Youth Ministry 
Bon�re
Jr. High Youth Ministry 
Halloween Party
All Saints Day
All Souls Day - Mass of 
Remembrance with 
reception following
Women’s Tea

Upcoming Events Summer and Fall 2016
Monthly Events
• �ird �ursday �eology with Fr. Estok
• Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)  -  Weekly on Sundays 
   at the 9:30am Mass
• Wedding Anniversary Blessing  -  First Sunday of the month 
   at every Mass
• Welcome Registration  -  Second Sunday of the month a�er
   the 11am Mass (except in July: July 17)
• Communion Sunday: �ird Sunday of the month  -  Donuts a�er 
   the 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00am
• North Royalton Community Meal  -  Last Sunday of the month   
   3:00-5:00pm  (July 31st meal will be held at Royal Redeemer – 
   all others held at St. Albert the Great)

Summer and Fall Events

Friday, July 8

Sunday, July 10

Saturday, July 23

Sunday, August 14

�ursday, August 18

Sunday, August 21

Wednesday, August 24

Sunday, August 28

�ursday, September 8

Sunday, September 11

Monday, September 12

Wednesday, September 21

Sunday, October 2

�ursday, October 13

Saturday, October 29

Tuesday, November 1

Wednesday, November 2

Saturday, November 5



Looking forward to Great Family Fun!
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6667 Wallings Road  |  North Royalton, Ohio 44133  |  440-237-6760

Something
 for 

Everyone!AFTER
12:30 MASS

GREAT FOOD
ENTERTAINMENT

WIXY 1260
Dennis Samson
& Nightbreeze

SUNDAY, JULY 10, 2016
1:30 - 8:30PM

Leneghans
Irish Dancers

Celebration
RubyJubilee

RAFFLES

check out
the NEW

Gym Games!

Jubilee
Celebration

FUN FOR
ALL AGES!

Weekly Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil
4:00pm and 5:30pm

Sunday
8:00am, 9:30am 11:00am, 
12:30pm, and 6:00pm

Weekdays
6:45am and 8:15am
Saturday Morning 8:15am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:00 - 4:00pm and 5:00 - 5:30pm 
Every  Sunday – 10:30am
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