
 

 
 

Pope Francis invites us to celebrate    

Laudato Si Week   May 16-24         
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOUxcNHxCWw 

 

Honor & celebrate the Blessed Mother this 

month with a Native Plant Mary Garden                              
https://www.kateri.org/mary-gardens-for-a-spiritual-experience/   

For a more extensive native plant list               

go to the Creation Care Ministry entry on      

our parish web site.                                         
https://saint-albert.org/justice-and-compassion 

 

Help save 2 endangered butterflies!   Plant 

the following host plants:  Wild Blue Lupine 

(Lup. perrenis)   for Karner  Blue  butterflies  

and   plant  Swamp Milkweed (Asc. incarnata) 

and Butterfly weed  (Asc. tuberosa)  for 

Monarchs. 
 

Join the ‘People for Trees Initiative’  

through the Holden Arboretum 
https://holdenfg.org/people-for-trees/                                                                          

Tree Selection Guide                   

https://indd.adobe.com/view/c859db16-bc21-440b-88ea-d037b526bf6e 
 

Consider switching to an organic fertilizer 

regimen to build soil health for a greener lawn, 

instead of synthetic fertilizers. 
https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/hyg-4031 

 

Start a compost bin    
https://cuyahogarecycles.org/compost_workshops_and_bins 

================================= 

Random Monthly Switch                    
As your old, tired Tupperware type plastic 

containers need replacing, purchase glass 

containers instead.  Do you really want to 

store/reheat your food in a container made 

from the petroleum industry? 
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Press release from the Vatican:  Pope Francis invites faithful to celebrate progress,           

plan ambitious decade during Laudato Si’ Week                                                                               
Global Catholic Climate Movement 

To celebrate the end of the Laudato Si’ Special Anniversary Year, Pope Francis invites the world’s 1.3 billion 

Catholics to joyfully participate in Laudato Si’Week 2021, to be held 16-24 May.  The Vatican-sponsored 

celebration will bring Catholics together to rejoice in the great progress they’ve made in bringing Laudato Si’ 

to life and to plan ambitious action ahead of the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP15), the 26th UN Climate 

Change Conference (COP26) and the decade ahead. The theme for the weeklong celebration is, “for we know 

that things can change” (Laudato Si’ 13).The event coincides with the sixth anniversary (May 24) of when Pope 

Francis finished writing the encyclical. Laudato Si’ has enlivened Catholic communities across the globe to 

work against the ecological crisis and climate emergency.  But, as evident in the rapid pace of species extinction 

and climate change, more urgent action is needed to create a more just and sustainable future.  
 

As Pope Francis said on Earth Day, “When this destruction of nature is triggered, it is very difficult to stop it. 

But we are still in time. And we will be more resilient if we work together instead of doing it alone.”  During 

Laudato Si’ Week, Catholics will come together and present to the world a living testimony of Laudato Si’ 

transformations. The week will feature presentations from world-renowned leaders that will showcase how 

they’ve transformed their communities and invite Catholics to take similar action regionally and locally.  The 

dialogues will carry a special focus on advocacy efforts aimed at raising the Catholic voice ahead of COP15 

and COP26.  At the grassroots level, local leaders will spearhead similar opportunities, including sustainability 

initiatives, educational events, and prayer gatherings, that will seek to inspire concrete action for our common 

home. 
 

Laudato Si’ Week also will feature a missionary-like sendoff that will encourage the faithful to go and announce 

the Gospel of Creation in every corner of the globe.  The week will finish with a preview of the tool that will 

help the global Church realize more progress in the decade ahead: the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. The Vatican-

led effort will empower Catholic institutions, communities, and families to implement Laudato Si’.  Catholics 

will be uniting at a crucial time in 2021. In November, at COP26, countries must announce their plans to meet 

the goals of the Paris agreement. At COP15, scheduled for October in China, the world will have the opportunity 

to set meaningful and robust targets to protect creation. The Laudato Si’ Special Anniversary Year was launched 

by the Vatican last May, at the end of the 2020 Laudato Si’ Week, which commemorated the fifth anniversary 

of the encyclical.Laudato Si’ Week 2021 is sponsored by the Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 

Development and facilitated by the Global Catholic Climate Movement in collaboration with RENOVA+, 

Caritas Internationalis, CIDSE, International Union Superiors General, Union of Superiors General, Society of 

Jesus, the General office for justice, peace and integrity of creation from the Order from the Franciscan Friars, 

and in partnership with dozens of Catholic partners.        https://laudatosiweek.org/events/ 

 

 

Tips for May 
        

SATG Creation Care Ministry draws 

inspiration from the teachings of the 

Laudato Si.  We encourage:  

** pollinator support with native plants **    

** the planting of native trees **                     

** reduction of single use plastic waste **   
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Resources & News 

Laudato Si’ and the Importance of 

Ecosystems: The Example of the 

Yellowstone Wolves    
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/news/laudato-si-and-importance-

ecosystems-example-yellowstone-wolves 

Earthbeat: Most of the world's people 

are caught in an 'ecological poverty trap' 
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/earthbeat-weekly-most-

worlds-people-are-caught-ecological-poverty-trap 

Eco Catholic: Explore the Ecological 

Dimensions of the Catholic Faith                 
https://eco-catholic.com/ 

Earthbeat: A plant-based diet is about 

much more than not harming animals     
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/plant-based-diet-about-much-more-not-

harming-animals 

A New Program Like FDR’s Civilian 

Conservation Corps Could Help the 

Nation Fight Climate Change and 

Transition to Renewable Energy            
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/26042021/civilian-conservation-corps-fdr-

climate-change-renewable-energy-transition/ 

EWG’s 2021 Shopper’s Guide to 

Pesticides in Produce: the Dirty Dozen                 
https://www.ewg.org/foodnews/dirty-dozen.php 

Native Plants Help Spring Migrants 

Across the Great Lakes                       
https://gl.audubon.org/news/native-plants-help-spring-migrants-across-great-lakes?ms=aud-  

email-

_20210422_(agl)_monthly_newsletter&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_202

10422_(agl)_monthly_newsletter&emci=f22f43ec-a4a3-eb11-85aa-0050f237abef&emdi=494d8825-

aea3-eb11-85aa-0050f237abef&ceid=2738873 

Arbor Day Foundation Newsletter 

https://www.arborday.org/newsletters/?edition=05-2021 

Bananas & Child Labor              
https://www.verite.org/project/bananas-2/ 

Too few farmers are curbing pollution               

in Lake Erie                      
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2021/03/farmers-pollution-lake-erie-regulations/ 

 

Vatican News…….'Laudato sí' urges new integral ecology lifestyles                                              
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2021-04/laudato-si-year-lifestyles-integral-ecology-earth-day-joshtrom.html 

============================================================================================================ 

From the Diocesan Social Action Office… 

   Care for God's Creation Save the Dates 
 

 

 
 

 

SEEKING CARE FOR CREATION EVENT PARTNERS: 
If your parish, school, ministry or religious community wish to cosponsor future care for 

God's creation events with the Social Action Office, contact Jeff Campbell: 
jcampbell@ccdocle.org. We hope to expand these events! 

 
SAVE THE DATE! "Atlanta Archdiocese Laudato Si' Action Plan" Zoom program: 

Tuesday, May 25, 2021, 7:00-8:30 PM 
DSAO and the Diocesan Care for God’s Creation Parish Network will host Atlanta Archdiocese staff on 

Zoom to share the background and planning process for their Laudato Si' Action Plan. To register 
and receive the Zoom info, email Jeff Campbell: jcampbell@ccdocle.org. 

 
Diocesan Care for God's Creation Parish Network Event Recording: 

ZOOM RECORDING of “People for Trees (and Native Plants) for Parishes, Schools, 
Families” program from Monday, April 12, 2021 

DSAO and the Diocesan  Care for God’s Creation Parish Network hosted Holden Forests/Gardens staff 
to present on reforesting our region's depleted tree canopy and on promoting native plants that 

protect pollinators and regional water, air, soil quality. View April 12 Zoom recording. 
To join this Parish/School Network, email Jeff Campbell: jcampbell@ccdocle.org. 

  
 

SIGN UP FOR "INTERCONNECTED: 21-DAY CATHOLIC ENVIRO JUSTICE CHALLENGE" 
APRIL 23-MAY 16 with Ignatian Solidarity Network: Learn, pray, and act for environmental justice 

with Catholics around the globe through this daily email series. *Earth Day serves as a great kick-off to doing 
this as a community!*  Sign up for the challenge here.  
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Webinars & Podcasts 
 

"Important Late Summer and Fall Plantings 

to Aid Pollinators and Migratory Species"         

May 20th at 7:00 pm                                                            

Register Here:  http://go.osu.edu/twins 

Earth911 Podcast: Dr. William Ripple on the 

State of the Climate Emergency in 2021  
https://earth911.com/podcast/earth911-podcast-dr-william-ripple-on-

the-the-state-of-the-climate-emergency-in-2021/ 

Up in the Sky and Down to Earth Webinar: 

A Catholic Conversation about Climate and 

Creation Care   
https://www.avemariapress.com/webinars/catholic-conversation-

climate-and-creation-care 

Monthly Laudato Si Prayer Gatherings 

Registration        
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ISiRjeRtRIulFDy48-8twA  

OSU: The Bee Short Course                       

10am – 11am                                                   

third Fridays of the month 
https://osu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FzMumBXXTCWLEb_Rwj2mgQ  

===============================================  

Carried up into heaven, she is the Mother and 

Queen of all creation. In her glorified body, 

together with the Risen Christ, part of creation 

has reached the fullness of its beauty.” 

Laudato Si’ 241 

 

USCCB: Letter to Congress in Support of the Trillion Tree and Natural Carbon Storage Act       

https://www.usccb.org/resources/letter-congress-support-trillion-tree-and-natural-carbon-storage-act-april-12-2021                                                                                                

Senate Bill  4985 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4985/textD-Coakley-Letter-Congress-Senate-Trillion%20Trees%20Act.pd 

 

 
 

Now is a  GREAT  Time for Planting Trees!! 
 

Best Native Ohio Trees  (Holden Arboretum & US Forest Service)   https://www.arborday.org/trees/planting/ 
Bitternut Hickory                   Black Oak                             Black Walnut                            Bur Oak                       Serviceberry                                                   

Scarlet Oak                             Eastern Redcedar                 Blackjack Oak                           Post Oak                      River Birch                                                    

Chinkapin Oak                       American Sweetgum            Common Persimmon                 Eastern Redbud                             

Sugar Maple      Sassafras                       Tulip tree                                   Virginia Pine    

TREE CARE TIPS                                                                                                                                        

from The Western Reserve Land Conservancy Treemail 
Although the weather has not been very summery, summer weather is approaching.  Before planting your 

new tree, be sure the soil is well prepared by mixing some organic matter and/or seasoned compost in with 

your soil. As with all living things, trees require nutrients from the soil to get established and thrive.  Newly 

planted trees will also want 10-15 gallons of water each week from June-Sept. (no need to water if we receive 

heavy rains).  In preparation for summer watering, weed the critical root zone of your young trees and reapply 

mulch.  Weeds like dandelion and lawn grass will compete with establishing trees for water and nutrients.   In 

order for your watering routine to have maximum impact, keep the critical root zone of your  tree free from 

weeds and grass. Pull plants growing within a 2-foot radius of the trunk of newly planted trees, and then 

apply mulch in a ring around the tree – 2 inches deep with a 2 foot radius.                                                                                        

Remember: we want mulch donuts, not volcanoes!                                                                    
Keep mulch pulled 2 inches away from the trunk of the tree to avoid rot. Much of the tree’s               

respiration occurs in their root flare so if you pile the mulch too high around the tree you will              

suffocate it.  Proper mulching will suppress weed growth, help regulate soil temperature,  prevent            

water from evaporating before it fully soaks in, and act as a visual reminder for us to keep lawn              

mowers and string trimmers away from the trunks of vulnerable trees.    
 

Here are instructions on how to plant your new tree          
https://www.arborday.org/trees/planting/containerized.cfm 

 

Pray the Rosary for the                       

Anniversary of Laudato Si’ and             

the Feast of Mary Help of 

Christians  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X53spMlbd7pasdkw-

xIALTPoPKPKSk8p/view 
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Pope Francis, in Earth Day messages, 

warns 'we are at the edge'                              

on climate change                                                                                       

https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/pope-francis-earth-

day-messages-warns-we-are-edge-climate-change 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
education are major drivers of this problem.  A normal day for these children consists of exposure to toxic pesticides, 

the use sharp knives and machetes, hauling heavy loads of bananas, unsanitary drinking water, and potential sexual 

harassment.                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Approximately 5.6 million hectares are dedicated to banana production globally. The environmental risks of banana 

production stem from the improper and excessive use of agricultural chemicals, poor disposal of plastic and 

degradable wastes, deforestation and soil erosion. The Cavendish variety of bananas makes up over 97% of the 

bananas imported into the US, most of them grown in Latin America. This lack of genetic diversity makes bananas 

highly susceptible to pests and diseases, hence requiring large quantities of insecticides and other pesticides to be 

applied. In fact, Cavendish bananas are sprayed with more agrochemicals than any other crop in the world, except 

cotton. These chemicals contaminate soils, pollute water supplies and have devastating impacts on worker health, 

especially children. 

The history of banana production includes chemical contamination and the deforestation of tropical rainforests, but 

also a dark history of colonialism, indentured labor and corporate control of governments and economies.   
Here is a great TEDEd video on the history of the banana republic. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=esvycD1O3cM 

 
 
 

Keeping an Eye on Ohio  

 
Every year, the health and drinking water for over 11 million people are affected by toxic algal blooms. These toxic 

blooms are a direct result of agricultural runoff into the Western Basin of Lake Erie. As rain washes nitrogen and 

phosphate rich fertilizers and manure from farm fields into the watersheds that feed Lake Erie, this nutrient rich 

pollution causes an explosive growth of algae.  When algal blooms grow, they deplete the oxygen in the water and 

block sunlight from reaching fish and plants. Once the algae dies, the microbes which decompose the dead algae 

use up even more oxygen, which in turn causes more fish to die or leave the area. This has a huge impact on the 

tourism and recreational fishing industries in our area as well.   

To add insult to injury, the increased use of Roundup (active ingredient is glyphosate) on our Round up Ready corn 

and soybean croplands adds even more phosphate to the mix. Not only are there rising ecotoxicological concerns of 

Roundup Ready crops, but because the use of glyphosate adds phosphorus (P) to agricultural landscapes, this 

exacerbates the accumulation and cycling of phosphate in soil and nearby surface waters. To restore the health to 

our lake and ensure the safety of our drinking water, strict regulations need to be implemented to limit the use of 

Roundup Ready crops. Regenerative farming would be one solution.   

Believe it or not, we can help reduce the influx of nitrogen and phosphorous into our watershed by limiting the use 

of synthetic fertilizers on our lawn.  Lawns comprise more land in the US than the 8 largest crops combined. 

Synthetic fertilizers make your grass look green, but do not address soil health, which is key to preventing runoff. 

Only healthy soil can absorb and stabilize nutrients.  Consider switching to an organic fertilizer with probiotics or a 

hybrid program that will eliminate the need for synthetics over time. Healthy soil contributes to healthy watersheds! 

Child Labor & Environmental Devastation                                                             

What We Purchase has a Huge Impact                                                                                                                    

May Focus:   Bananas 
 Americans eat a lot of bananas, over 6 billion pounds a year!  Bananas are 

actually the most consumed fruit in the US.  As with much of the global 

agricultural industry, banana plantations rely on child labor, with children as 

young as 8 years old working 12+ hour days. Extreme poverty and lack of  

education  

 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/pope-francis-earth-day-messages-warns-we-are-edge-climate-change
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Climate Change & Ocean Acidification 
 
 

While the umbrella term “climate change” is used 

frequently by the news media and intended to 

describe a variety of human activities that 

negatively impact the natural world, it’s important 

to shed light on some of the less talked about 

issues within this category. One such issue is the 

acidification of Earth’s oceans due to the 

absorption of carbon dioxide (CO2) into the 

atmosphere. Ocean acidification is defined as the 

ongoing reduction in the pH in Earth’s oceans 

over an extended period of time. For reference, 

the pH scale ranges from 0 to 14, and objects with 

a pH less than 7 are classified as acidic (ex: orange 

juice), whereas objects with a pH greater than 7 

are labeled as basic (ex: bleach). Normal seawater 

optimal for supporting plant and animal life is 

estimated to be slightly basic (pH > 7). The 

burning of fossil fuels is primarily responsible for 

ocean acidification and a dangerously low ocean 

pH prevents shellfish and other sea creatures from 

producing their calcium carbonate shells. This 

poses a grave threat to the biodiversity of Earth’s 

aquatic life, and between the years 1750 and 2000, 

the average ocean surface pH decreased from 8.25 

to 8.14 (resulting in highly saturated acidic 

waters). Although merely a portion of the greater 

issue of global warming, ocean acidification can 

be reversed using many of the same strategies 

proposed to help combat climate change as a 

whole. Decreasing our reliance on fossil fuels 

(especially practices such as offshore drilling), 

increasing our investment in renewable energy, 

consuming less electricity, and even purchasing 

food locally are all steps in the right direction. 

 
 

 
Healthy vs. Dead Coral Reef from Acidification  

Photos: Gary Bell & Roger Grace 

A Moment with Laudato Si                                                                                                                          
A Prayer for Our Earth 

 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe                                                                                                                        

and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.  Pour out                                                                                  

upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. 

Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters                                                                               

harming no one. 

O God of the poor                                                                                                                                                       

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth                                                                                        

so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it                                                                

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts                                                                                                                                                           

of who sow only for gain                                                                                                                                                  

at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,                                                                                                             

to be filled with awe and contemplation,                                                                                                                               

to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature                                                                                             

as we journey towards your infinite light 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle                                                                                                                          

for justice, love and peace. 

 
Laudato Si:’, On Care for Our Common Home, Encyclical Letter                                                                                                                       

Our Sunday Visitor Publishing Division, Huntington, IN 46750.  P. 158. 

 
=======================================================================================================  

 

May’s  Saint of the Month                                                                                                            
St. Melangell                                                                                                                                              

Feast Day May 27                                                                                                                                       

Patron Saint of Small Animals and the Natural Environment 
 
 

======================================================================================================= 

 

“All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each according                             

to his or her own culture, experience, involvements and talents.”                                                                      
Laudato Si’ Paragraph 14      

 
              

===================================================================================================                                                                             
Creation Care Newsletter Staff:    Cathy Gerbic, Jean Fitzgerald, Jessica Factor & Nathan Weagraff      
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Like us on Facebook for more up to date information throughout the month         

https://www.facebook.com/SATGCreationcare 
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